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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
September 23, 2013 
Contact:  Mike Kanarick 
                    802.735.7962 

Mayor Miro Weinberger and City Councilor Max Tracy Statements in 
Response to Unanimous Passage of Ordinance Requiring Use of 

Recycling Toters 

Mayor Miro Weinberger  
“We are fortunate in Burlington to run a robust, effective recycling program that allows our 
community to work toward a cleaner, greener City.  Yet, we have significant challenges keeping our 
overflowing and wind-blown recyclables in the small, blue bins.  Now, we will launch phase one of 
our larger, covered recycle toters initiative, keeping our trash in the toters, off our streets, and out 
of the landfill.  I offer thanks for the collaboration to Councilor Max Tracy and to our Code 
Enforcement and Department of Public Works teams.” 
 
 
City Councilor Max Tracy 
"Like many members of the Burlington community, I too know there’s a better way to recycle than 
to have our recyclables getting blown all over our neighborhoods on windy days.  By phasing in 
larger, covered recycling toters at all rental properties over the next year, we will achieve the dual 
goals of keeping our neighborhoods cleaner and ensuring that renters have enough space to keep 
recyclables out of the landfill." 
 
Attached to this email are the following documents: 
 

 February 8, 2013 Memo from Code Enforcement Director Bill Ward and former Department of 
Public Works Director Steve Goodkind to Mayor Miro Weinberger 

 April 25, 2013 Memo from Mayor Miro Weinberger to the City Council 
 Recycle Toters Resolution Passed at July 15, 2013 City Council Meeting 
 Copy of Proposed revised ordinance 

# # # 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

To:   City Councilors 
From:   Mayor Miro Weinberger 
Date:   April 25, 2013 
Re:   Recycling Toters Resolution 
 

 
While we are fortunate in Burlington to run a robust and effective recycling program that keeps 
recyclable commodities out of our landfills, we have significant challenges with keeping our 
recyclables in the blue, 15-gallon recycle bins while they are awaiting pickup.  The contents of 
overflowing bins and windblown trash that litter our streets should not be the norm on recycling 
day in our neighborhoods. 
 
At my request, Bill Ward, Director of Code Enforcement, and Steve Goodkind, Director of the 
Department of Public Works, created the attached memorandum that succinctly sets forth the 
problem, challenges, and recommendations and provides a firm foundation for creating a 
mandatory recycling toters initiative. 
 
Earlier this week, I facilitated a meeting with a number of Burlington landlords, directors Ward and 
Goodkind, and resolution co-sponsor Councilor Karen Paul during which we had a productive 
conversation about the logistics of creating and implementing such an initiative. 
 
Councilor Max Tracy’s resolution, for your consideration on Monday night’s City Council meeting 
agenda, begins the City’s process of taking on the challenge of keeping our streets clean from 
recycling day debris.  The resolution asks our Code Enforcement and Public Works departments to 
work with City staff and the Chittenden Solid Waste District to develop an initiative, formulated 
with public input, that makes wheeled, covered recycling toters (either 65 or 95 gallons) mandatory 
for rental properties with three or more units throughout the City.  
 
I respectfully urge you to carefully consider and pass Councilor Tracy's resolution and look forward 
to working with our City team to craft an impactful initiative for your consideration. 
 
Thank you. 

Office of Mayor Miro Weinberger 

 
 







 

      

                    Code Enforcement,  

                    Councilor Tracy 
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That Chapter 18, Housing, of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Burlington be and hereby is amended by 

amending Sec. 18-105, thereof to read as follows: 

Sec. 18-105. - Sanitation. 

(a) 

Every occupant of a dwelling unit shall dispose of all rubbish, ashes, garbage and other 

organic waste in a clean and sanitary manner by placing it in approved storage or disposal 

facilities.  

(b) 

Every owner or his or her agent of a dwelling unit or units shall provide common storage or 

disposal facilities for garbage and rubbish. Said common facilities shall be properly sized to 

eliminate overloading and improper disposal and properly covered and isolated from the 

general environment so as not to be a public nuisance or hazard and properly maintained. 

Owners or their agents shall be further responsible for placing out for collection all common 

garbage and rubbish containers. Owners shall be responsible for providing for and paying the 

cost of the collection of all refuse on a not less than weekly basis.  

(c) 

In the case of a single-family house, the occupants are responsible for the provision and 

proper maintenance of required garbage storage and disposal facilities.  
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     HOUSING - Sanitation 

 

(d) 

 In addition to the above requirements, owners of rental property with 10 or more units on the 

property shall provide to the occupants of each unit covered, wheeled recycling containers with a 

capacity of at least 20 gallons per unit, or an equivalent receptacle that is approved by the 

director, for the purpose of collecting and properly disposing of the solid waste that is required to 

be recycled pursuant to chapter 14 of this code of ordinances.  The effective date of this 

subsection shall be October 1, 2013. 

 

 

* Material underlined added. 
 

lb/emb /c: Ordinances 2013/Housing – Sanitation, Sec. 18-105  

7/11/13 

 


